
 

  

APRIL 2009 

The Board of Management met at 

Legacy House on 20 April. Present 

were: L/Brian Avery; L/Norm Clarke; 

L/Noel Gottwaltz; L/Stewart Jackson; 

L/Gordon Kratzmann; L/Brian 

McIntyre; L/Tony Ralph; L/Greg 

Shannon and L/Allan Quartermaine 

(Trustee). 

 

Board considered the following matters: 

ü Terms of Reference ï Standing Committees of Board.  It is a 

requirement of Board that the Terms of Reference (TOR) for all 

Standing Committees be reviewed by Board at the first Board 

meeting following the AGM.  While there were minor changes to 

the TOR of the Finance and Welfare Committee, the Personnel and 

Membership Committee has been renamed óMembership 

Committeeô and given a new focus.  Details have been circulated to 

Contact Groups. 

ü Motion to amend Legacy Principles & Rules for Guidance ï 

Appendix 11.  In late 2008, a motion to amend Legacy Principles 

and Rules for Guidance (PRG) 40 was carried under the provision of 

PRG 55 (Action on Matters between Biennial National 

Conferences) providing for the video recording of the proceedings 

of Conference.  This amendment required a consequential 

amendment to Appendix 11 (Operating Procedures for the 

Recording Committee).  This amendment is to be included in the 

Business Papers for Conference.  Board considered the proposed 

motion and directed delegates how to vote. 

ü Amendments to the Legacy Statutes (2008 Version).  Board 

considered a number of amendments to the Statutes proposed by the 

Statutes Monitoring Committee for acceptance under the provisions 

of PRG 55.2.  These were largely routine and were necessary to 

ensure consistency with the Charter adopted at Conference in 2007; 

avoid unnecessary duplication, especially in regard to definitions; 

and correct some references to gender. 

As part of this discussion, Board also noted that from 1 July 2009, 

DVA will recognise partners of same sex relationships as ówholly 

dependent partnersô for the purposes of compensation under the 

Military Rehabilitation and Compensation Act 2004 (MRCA).  This 

arises from legislation that received Royal Assent on 9 December 

2009, namely the Same-Sex Relationships (Equal Treatment in 
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F ROM THE PRESIDENT 

Last year prior to ANZAC 

Day, I spoke to the Laurel 

Club on my trip to Gallipoli. 

This year I related a little of 

my experiences visiting the 

battlefields of France and 

Belgium. Most of the talk related  to the 

events of 1916 to 1918 when the main part 

of the First AIF was deployed to France, 

leaving most of the mounted troops in 

Palestine. My theme was the sacrifices of 

the Diggers and the futility of war. 

This yearôs address to the 2009 Laurel 

Club Anzac Commemoration Ceremony is 

repeated for the benefit of members.. 

Following the assassination of the Grand 

Duke in Sarajevo, Austria-Hungary 

handed Serbia an ultimatum knowing that 

it was unacceptable to the Serbs and then 

declared war on Serbia. Serbia had a pact 

with its Slavic ally Russia, which was 

immediately drawn into the war on 

Serbiaós side. Germany had a pact with 

Austria-Hungary and therefore declared 

war on Russia. Russia was in an alliance 

with France and Britain. France in turn 

declared war on Germany although 

Britain at first was unwilling to enter the 

fray. When France was invaded through 

neutral Belgium, however, Britain was 

drawn into the war because it had 

Commonwealth Laws ï General Law Reform) Act 2008. This Act removes 

discrimination against same-sex couples and their children from a wide range of 

Commonwealth laws and programs and will require Legacy to address the issue of 

same sex relationships. 

ü MOU ï Queensland Forum of Ex Service Organisations. Board agreed to 

execute a MOU with the Forum of Ex Service Organisations (formerly the Kindred 

Organisations Committee). The MOU recognises that the members of QFE meet to 

provide a forum for Queensland based ESOs to address issues of mutual interest 

and benefit and that they derive benefit from working collaboratively for the benefit 

of the defence and veteran communities. 

Following the Board meeting, Board members participated in a professional development 

session titled In the Boardroom: Responsibilities and Practice. Organised by the 

Australian Institute of Company Directors (AICD) and conducted by Mr Peter Emery 

FAICD, the training addressed: the duties of a director; the role and responsibilities of 

boards; good governance processes and practices; the functioning of a board; and the 

boardôs role in strategy. 
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guaranteed Belgiumôs neutrality. With 

Britain entering the war, the Empire was 

also committed and Australian troops were 

despatched, first to defend Egypt and the 

Suez Canal. In early 1915, Turkey entered 

the war on the German side, in part 

because of a diplomatic error on Britainôs 

side. Two battleships which had been built 

in the UK but bought and paid for by 

Turkey, were taken over by the Royal 

Navy without compensation. Germany 

then provided two replacement ships to 

Turkey and inveigled that country into 

declaring war on Britain. So the war was 

fought because of these multiple pacts, a 

war which was fought for what we would 

now see as rampant nationalism. It was this 

sequence of events which led to the 

ANZACs being committed to Gallipoli. 

By the mid-1915, the campaign in France 

and Belgium had reached a stalemate and 

little priority could be given to operations 

in the Mediterranean. Following the 

withdrawal from Gallipoli at the end of 

1915, the Australians and New Zealanders, 

less those who were to become the Desert 

Column under Allenby and Chauvel, were 

redeployed to France. In their first action in 

mid-1916, the Australian infantry were 

thrown into a badly managed battle at 

Fromelles, where they suffered almost 

6 000 casualties in the first day. The 

Australians, poorly prepared and equipped 

for the fighting in France, learnt many hard 

lessons. 

As time went on, the Australians became 

more effective but continued to suffer 

casualties. By mid-1918, under the 

leadership of General Sir John Monash, 

they had become a formidable force of five 

divisions and were suffering relatively 

fewer casualties as a result. They were 

instrumental in halting the German spring 

offensive and then, on 8 August 1918, 

Hindenburgôs Black Day, the Australian 

and Canadian Armies broke the German 

line and broke their spirit. Three months 

later, a defeated Germany surrendered and 

under the terms of the Armistice, were 

forced to accept a humiliating defeat, the 

blame for the war and punitive reparations 

designed to weaken Germanyôs capacity to 

wage war. It was the terms of the surrender 

which eased Hitlerôs ascent to power and 

ultimately led to the Second World War. 

Australia in 1914 had a population of just 

over four million and sent over 360 000 

young men to war. Around 63 000 made 

the ultimate sacrifice and never came 

home, while many of the survivors came 

home broken in body and spirit. Few 

Australian families were untouched by 

the ówar to end all warsô. 

One can go to the Australian War 

Memorial and view the honour rolls of 

the dead which line the gallery but the 

sheer enormity of the sacrifice does not 

become apparent until one visits the 

battlefields. As was the practice at the 

time, the dead were buried where they 

fell and after the war, were relocated to 

Commonwealth War Cemeteries nearby. 

Some of these cemeteries are quite small, 

perhaps thirty or forty graves, but others 

are huge, and there is just a continuous 

series of cemeteries stretching from the 

Marne through Picardy into Flanders and 

Second Division memorial at Mont St Quentin, 

France. This memorial originally featured a 

bronze sculpture of a Digger bayoneting a Ger-

man eagle, but German troops who occupied the 

region in 1940 were affronted and removed it. It 

was replaced by a less controversial sculpture of 

a Digger in full kit looking in the direction of the 

Divisionôs advance in 1918.  
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independent country with a very small 

population. It sent the Newfoundland 

Regiment, about 1 000 men, to war; the 

Regiment lost 50 killed at Gallipoli. But 

at this site in France, in just a few 

minutes, they lost over 500 men. Such 

was the extent of the loss for this small 

country that they were never able to 

reconstitute the Regiment - there were 

just no men available. 

Moving on to Belgium does not decrease 

the sense of loss and sacrifice, for it was 

here that the Passchendale, Broodseinde 

and Polygon Wood battles were fought. 

Many of you will recall the famous Will 

Longstaff painting ñMenin Gate at 

Midnightò showing the spirits of the 

fallen passing through the gate. Inside the 

Menin Gate at Ieper (Ypres) are panels 

on which there inscribed the names of the 

thousands of British Commonwealth 

soldiers who fell in Flanders and for 

whom there are no known graves. Also 

inside the Menin Gate, the local Fire 

Brigade plays the Last Post every 

evening in a most haunting ceremony, 

with the sound of the bugles resounding 

off the walls. 

Not far from Ieper is a German cemetery. 

Compared with the British and American 

cemeteries the German ones of both wars 

are dark and sombre, each grave marked 

with a simple black iron cross on which 

may be inscribed three or four names. At 

this cemetery off the Menin Road is a 

small, brick walled enclosure not much 

bigger than a squash court. In it are the 

finishing at Mons, where the first clash 

between the German and British cavalry 

occurred in early September 1914. 

Those of you who have seen the movie, 

óSaving Private Ryanô, will remember the 

huge American War Cemetery at Omaha 

Beach in Normandy, where some 10 000 

American dead are buried. There are a 

number of British cemeteries which rival 

the Omaha Beach cemetery in the 

number of fallen. The largest is Tyne 

Cot, on the Somme, where over 12 000 

British Commonwealth dead are interred. 

Many of the graves at these cemeteries 

have epitaphs that read óAn Unknown 

Australian  Soldierô or óAn Unknown 

British Soldierô but even more poignant 

are those marked óAn Unknown Soldier - 

Known Only To Godô, with not even a 

hint of nationality. Two large mainly 

Australian cemeteries are at Villers-

Bretonneux. One, called Adelaide 

Cemetery includes the grave from which 

the Unknown Australian Soldier was 

taken to Canberra. The major 

Commonwealth nations all have national 

memorials in France, with the Australian 

memorial being at Villers-Brettoneux. On 

the wall are the names of over 9 000 

diggers who have no known grave. The 

British have a huge memorial at 

Thiepval, on the Somme, where the name 

of every British soldier who fell in 

France is listed. 

Within the grounds of the Newfoundland 

Memorial Park is a memorial to the dead 

of Newfoundland, which in 1914 was an 
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