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Brisbane Legacy congratulates Legatees Doug Formby, Ivan Friske and 

Mary Grant who were honoured in The Queenôs Birthday 2010 Honours 

list. 

MEMBER  OF THE  ORDER OF AUSTRALIA  (AM):  

MR DOUGLAS FORMBY  

For service to veterans and their families, 

particularly through the Queensland Branch of 

the Returned and Services League of Australia, 

and to the community. 

State President, Queensland Branch, Returned and 

Services League of Australia, since 2006; Mackay 

District Representative, State Branch Council, for 

one year; Member, Community Services 

Committee.  Councillor, Brisbane North District, 

Returned and Services League of Australia, 1999-

2002; President, Kenmore-Moggill Sub-Branch, 

1999-2002. 

Board Member, War Service Homes (RSL Care), 

2003-2006.  

Queensland Representative, Legacy National 

Council, 2006-2007.  Director, Brisbane Legacy, 

2001-2006; Chairman/President, 2003-2004; 

Member, 1998.  

State General Manager, RSPCA Queensland, 1990

-1992. 

Executive Director, Queensland Corrective 

Services, 1989-1990. 

Member, State Council, Queensland Branch, 

Scouts Australia. 

MEDAL  OF THE  ORDER OF AUSTRALIA  (OAM):  

MR IVAN  FRISKE 

For service to veterans and their families, 

particularly through the Gympie Sub-Branch of 

the Returned and Services League of Australia. 

President, Gympie Sub-Branch, Returned and 

Services League of Australia, 2001-2002 and 

since 2006; Senior Vice-President, 2005; Vice-

President, 1998-2000 and 2003-2004. Vice-

President, Gympie Branch, Vietnam Veterans 
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Association of Australia, 2008-2009; President, for 6 years 

between 1992 and 1999. 

Legatee, Gympie Legacy Group of Brisbane Legacy, since 1997. 

Involved with Junior Rugby League (JRL) in the Gympie area, for 

over 20 years; has served on various JRL committees. 

MEDAL  OF THE  ORDER OF AUSTRALIA  (OAM):  

MRS MARY  GRANT  

For service to the community through a 

range of youth, health care support and  

travel organisations. 

State Ranger Adviser, Girl Guides 

Queensland, 1989-1993; Ranger Guide 

Leader; Guide Leader; Counsellor; Region 

Camp Recorder; over 30 yearsô service. 

Member, Committee of Management, 

Austral ian Huntington's Disease 

Association, Qld, 2000-2003;  

Member, for many years. 

Travel Consultant, Royal Automobile Club 

of Queensland; pioneered the overseas 

escorted tour concept; involved for more 

than 45 years. 

Volunteer, Legacy Australia. 

S AVIGE HONOURED 

Legacy founder, Lieutenant General Sir Stanley George Savige, KBE, CB, DSO, MC, 

ED, was honoured on 15 April with the unveiling of a bronze plaque in his Morwell 

birthplace depicting both the work of Legacy and his achievements. 

Latrobe City Councillor Sandy Kam said, óLatrobe City community can claim Sir Stanley 

as ñone of their ownò. Sir Stanley Savige is a special individual worthy of community 

recognition by his significant and long lasting contribution; firstly as a decorated mili-

tary person but more importantly, as a humanitarian and founder of Legacy - a wonder-

ful organisation dedicated to caring for the families of deceased veterans.ô 
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F ROM THE PRESIDENT 

In this Report, I want to flag with several issues with you. These include: 

GROUP CHAIRMENôS MEETING  

This was very well attended and most successful. The primary purpose of 

these meetings is to allow us all to communicate openly and freely about the 

issues confronting us, to share ideas and to inculcate fellowship. I particularly 

wanted everyone to start thinking about Badge Week and to ensure that our preparations 

are in hand. Badge Week is one of our major revenue sources and it is our most high 

profile activity. It requires an enormous amount of planning and coordination and plain 

hard work. I am satisfied that at this stage we are well prepared. 

TRUSTEES 

I was grateful that our Trustees were able to attend the Group Chairmenôs Meeting and I 

took the opportunity to brief them on our current situation. The Trustees are an integral 

part of our club. While they have quite specific responsibilities and duties with regard to 

the governance and running of Brisbane Legacy, they are also a wonderful source of 

practical knowledge and the touchstone of Legacy culture and service. 

DEFENCE CHARITY  BALL  

The date is Saturday, 7 August 2010. This is another of our high profile activities and 

attracts many of our major sponsors. It is also a very good night and I urge you all to 

organise a table and give yourself a treat while supporting a very good cause! 

CALL  ON PATRON  

I called on our Patron, the Governor of Queensland. She is remarkably well versed in 

what we do and very keen to provide whatever support she can to our endeavours. I 

invited her to attend one of our Care Group meetings and she readily accepted subject to 

us finding a suitable date in her busy schedule. The date we have agreed on is Friday, 29 

October at Kedron-Wavell. The CEO has written to a number of Care Group Presidents 

inviting adjacent Care Groups to this meeting. Further details will follow. 

VALE  STEWART  JACKSON 

One of my first duties as President was to provide the Legacy eulogy at Stewartôs recent 

funeral. He served on the Board for nearly ten years and retired due to ill health early his 

year. Stewart was one of the first directors I met on joining the Legacy Board and he 

always impressed me with his commitment, knowledge and gentlemanly manner.  We 

shall all miss him. 

As I have said before, being a volunteer can be hard work and I want you to know that 

your efforts are very much appreciated. Thank you and keep up the good work. 

 

 

 

Tony Ralph 

President 
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The recent death of five servicemen in Afghanistan during June is a stark 

and salient reminder of why Legacy exists.  The tragic loss of Sappers 

Jacob Moerland (21) and Darren Smith (26) on 14th June, and of Privates 

Timothy Aplin (38), Benjamin Chuck (27) and Scott Palmer (27) on 21st 

June highlight the seriousness of the situation in Afghanistan and the 

sacrifices being made by many Australian families. 

These latest deaths bring to 16 the number of Australians killed in Afghanistan since 

2002.  A cursory analysis of these reveals that 7 (43%) were as a result of improvised 

explosive devices or land mines, that the average age of those killed is 28, that 9 (56%) 

were married/had a partner, and that 11 children have been left without a farther. In 

addition, a further 135 Australians have been wounded, many seriously.   

While it is probable too early and the number of cases too few to allow for meaningful 

analysis and conclusions, we nevertheless need to look to the future and consider what 

impact this may have for Legacy going forward.  At one end of the continuum we have a 

declining, yet significantly significant number of elderly widow, and at the other, younger 

families dealing with the consequences of personal tragedy. What are the implications for 

Legacy and how might we best fulfill the Charter of caring for these families?  How does 

this fit with the changing nature of the Australian demographic and the social policy of 

government?  While I do not have the answer to these questions, I believe that they are 

issues that we need to address to ensure that we remain relevant and prepared for the next 

decade of Legacy.  Your thoughts on these matters would be appreciated as we develop 

the theme for the National Conference to be hosted by Brisbane Legacy in 2013. 

On a brighter note, June was also remarkable for the naming of three of our members in 

the Queenôs Birthday Honours: L/Doug Formby, AM; L/Ivan Friske, OAM; and L/Mary 

Grant, OAM.  Congratulations from all of us on an honour much deserved. 

 
 

Steven Blinkhorn 

Chief Executive Officer 

F ROM THE CEO 

AUSTRALIAN  DEFENCE CHARITY  BALL  
The Australian Defence Force Charity Ball is now firmly established on the Queensland social 

calendar. Each year, guests from the corporate scene and the Australian defence organisation 

come together with Legacy to raise funds for the care of families that lose a loved one serving 

Australia. 

This year almost 1,000 guests are expected to assemble at the Brisbane Convention and Exhibi-

tion Centre on 7 August for an evening of good food and wine, entertainment, dancing and fun. 

You can help make this event an outstanding success by forming a table. 

Further information and tickets are available from Jo Harvey at Legacy House on 38464299. 


