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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

In this Report, I want to flag with several issues with you. These include: 

Badge Week  

By the time you receive this, Badge week will be well and truly upon us. I am 
confident that it will be very successful and want to thank everyone involved in 
advance. A great deal of hard work has gone into the organisation and coordination 
and I thank all of our Legatees and our staff for their support. It is hard work, and at time it can be 
frustrating, but it is our most successful and high profile event. 

I know that we are having great difficulty getting ADF support for Badge Week. As frustrating as 
this can be when we are trying to man collection booths, it reflects the simple reality that many of 
the soldiers from Enoggera are deployed overseas. The ADF is committed to assisting us; it just 
does not have the available manpower at this time. 

Both the ADF and Legacy acknowledge that recent tragic events in Afghanistan reinforce the 
strong link which connects both organisations. It is a timely reminder to all that the funds we raise 
during Badge Week are vital to Legacyôs ongoing duty of care. 

Defence Charity Ball  

The Ball was great fun and a tremendous success.  We are still not sure just how successful in 
terms of fund raising but this activity has now become a fixture on our social landscape and, as 
they say, gets bigger and bigger. I have thanked all of our staff involved in organising and 
coordinating the Ball ï they worked tirelessly to put together a Ball to remember. We should also 
remember that this is a wonderful example of the cooperation and support we receive from the 
ADF. 

Hospital  

At the time of writing, Ken Leckenby remains in Greenslopes.  We all wish him a speedy recovery 
and if you are in the area, I am sure Ken would appreciate a visit. 

Last Word  

I will be away on leave for three weeks commencing 6 September. I look forward to receiving a 
report on Badge Week and I also look forward to participating in the debrief on my return. This is 
critical if we are to learn from the event and improve the way we organise, coordinate and 
manage this important occasion. 

Always remember, Legacy is an important community organisation which undertakes vital work 
for a very special group of widows and dependents. Being a volunteer can be hard work and I 
want you to know that your efforts are very much appreciated. Thank you and keep up the good 
work. 

 

Tony Ralph  
President 
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FROM THE CEO 

August began with the Australia Defence Charity Ball, was marred by another four 
deaths in Afghanistan and concluded with the start of Legacy Week. 

The Defence Charity Ball is now a well established partnership between the ADF 
and Legacy. While the proceeds from 2010 are still to be finalised, the Ball has 
raised almost $300,000 in support of Legacy over the past five years. In addition, it 
has grown the relationship with the ADF and defence suppliers in South East Queensland, and 
has provided a forum to talk about the work of Legacy. 

The public face of Legacy at this yearôs Australia Defence Charity Ball was Mrs Bree Till. Breeôs 
husband, Sergeant Brett Till ï an explosive ordnance disposal technician - was killed by an 
explosive device in Southern Afghanistan in March 2009. At the time of Brettôs death, Bree was 
pregnant with their first child and mother of Brettôs two children from a former marriage. We are 
indeed indebted to Bree for her courage and inspiration in detailing her journey since that fateful 
day. 

Within days of the Ball, another four Australian soldiers had been killed in Afghanistan, bringing to 
ten the number of servicemen killed in 2010. Sadly, six of these have been from the Brisbane 
based 7 Brigade. We extend our condolences to the families of these soldiers and to the 
members of the wider defence community. It is now almost 40 years since Australia lost more 
servicemen in action in a single year (Vietnam, 1971) and evidence that Legacyôs work is far from 
over. 

As you receive this edition of Bulletin, Legacy Week will be well underway. Begun in 1942 to build 
awareness of Legacyôs work and to raise much needed funds to enable Legacy to honour its 
promise to care for the families of those who did not return or who died subsequently, Legacy 
Week remains the most public way in which Legacy engages with a very generous public. It is 
now markedly different than at that time with a greater emphasis on advertising, the use of new 
technology and the participation of Legacyôs corporate partners. This has caused some concern 
in some areas, particularly the sale of corporate boxes in corporate offices and retail outlets. This 
is something that we have always done, however not on the scale as that being managed by the 
National Marketing Office. The 6,000+ Dan Murphy, BWS, CBA, Telstra, Invocare and Australia 
Post outlets extend Legacyôs reach during Legacy Week and benefits Legacy where age and/or 
the lack of volunteers make it increasingly difficult to man shopping centres and elsewhere. 

This year, there will also be less defence force personnel support that in previous years due to 
the ongoing commitment overseas and, unfortunately, the need to return Australiaôs fallen with 
respect and dignity. Nevertheless, I am confident that Legacy Week will be a success and thank 
all of you who participate at this time of year. I have already visited a number of shopping centres 
and am grateful for the support received from Legatees and volunteers. 

Finally, I would like to acknowledge the fundraising efforts of those who support Legacy through 
third party fundraising activities. These are initiated by individuals in support of Legacy. The 
efforts, for example of Alice who has raised in excess of $35,000 for Legacy on the website 
Everyday Heroes, are outstanding. These social networking sites are the way of the future and 
we need to understand then and utilises them better. 

 

Steven Blinkhorn  

Chief Executive Officer 
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FROM THE WELFARE MANAGER  

Legacy Forms  

The last Bulletin alerted members to a new suite of Legacy welfare forms. They are 
now codified and available on the Brisbane Legacy Infonet site at 
www.legacy.com.au . 

Welfare Committee  

The Committee met on 4 August and has undertaken to review our work in the ageing sector. 
While our beneficiaries age (as we do ourselves), Legacy must clearly describe its role in the 
provision of services to the aged and vulnerable widows. One of those roles is a supportive one 
for an individual or family in the transition to residential aged care. The Committee will closely 
monitor club-wide discussion and form a clear strategic intention for this service. This direction 
will impact upon resources, recruiting and training. The new Chair of the Welfare Committee, 
Legatee Peter Thatcher, encourages all members and their Groups to participate in Committee 
discussion, either by attendance or by commenting on current or proposed practices. Overall, the 
Committee hopes to promote a culture of continuous improvement in Legacyôs welfare services. 

Training  

The next Legatee Training session will be held on 5 October at Legacy House, commencing at 
1030. The topic will be óWar Widows Pensionô, but shall include compensation under the MRCA. 
The Pension Advocates will join the Welfare Manager in delivering the lesson. The final session 
for the year will be held on 9 November, entitled óRoles and Responsibilities of a Legateeô. This 
session will be a mediated panel discussion and should provide for an entertaining and 
informative format that will discuss the roles of a Legatee now and in the future. 

Working with Children - Blue Cards  

Blue Card applications are processed by the Welfare Manager and forwarded to the Commission 
within two working days. If you are concerned about the time taken for your application to be 
processed by the Commission, you may call them on 1800 113 611. The WM is unable to enquire 
to the Commission about individual Blue Card applications. 

LEGACY WEEK  

Legacy Week Media Campaign. Everyone should be aware by now that 

the Legacy Week campaign theme for this year is KEEP THE PROMISE. 

The face of the campaign will be 8 year old Charlotte who lost her Iraqi 

veteran dad in 2009. 

The campaign will include: 

¶ television commercials featuring former Legacy wards Ron Barassi, 

Gordon Bray, Maggie Kirkpatrick and Charlotte; 

¶ a radio commercial featuring John Laws; 

¶ cinema advertising; and 

¶ strip ads for the print media. 

In addition to the Community Service Announcement (CSA) advertising placed by the National 
Marketing Office (NMO), Brisbane Legacy has arranged additional print and radio advertising.  
There have also been a number of local media releases drawing on the support of a number of 
State Members of Parliament including: Minster for Cultural Affairs and Disability Services & 
Member for Inala, Annastacia Palazszcuk; Member for Aspley, Tracy Davis; Member for Clayfield, 
Tim Nichols; and Member for Redlands, Peter Dowling. 
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Clockwise from top left: Minster for Cultural Affairs and Disability Services & Member for Inala, Annastacia 
Palazszcuk with CFN Lewis Balcomb & SIG Sharon Fields; Member for Aspley, Tracy Davis with CPL 
Matthew Chesson & SIG Meg Dwight; Member for Redlands, Peter Dowling with CPL Matthew Chesson & 
SIG Meg Dwight; and Member for Clayfield, Tim Nichols with CPL Matthew Chesson & SIG Meg Dwight 

Badge Sales. Legacy Week is a fundraising event commenced in 1942 to build awareness of 
Legacyôs work and to raise much needed funds to enable Legacy to honour its promise to care for 
the families of those who did not return or who died subsequently. In 2010, Legacy Week remains 
the most public way in which Legacy engages with a very generous public. 

In addition to the tremendous work done by Legatees and volunteers in shopping centres and 
elsewhere, 1 Signals Regiment will be out in force on Friday, 3 September conducting the annual 
City Ambush in the CBD. This one activity will hopefully raise in excess of $100,000 for Legacy. 

Direct Mail Campaign. To coincide with Legacy Week and to take advantage of the considerable 
print and electronic media advertising, we also undertake a direct mail campaign in conjunction 
with Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide and Canberra Legacy. 

How do our national partners help?  

Telstra. This year, donors will also be able to support Legacy using SMS 
text messaging. óCharity Textô is an initiative of Telstra  and builds on 
Telstraôs ongoing commitment to support Legacy. 

Between 29 August - 10 September, individuals will be able to donate by 
texting óLEGACYô to 044 SUPPORT (0447 877 678). For every SMS 
sent during this period, Telstra will donate $1 to help Legacy honour its 
promise to care for the families of our deceased veterans. 
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Commonwealth Bank. In addition to the sale of Legacy Week 
merchandise in branches and providing for donations to be made from its 
website (http://www.commbank.com.au/about-us/in-the-community/
legacy.aspx), the Commonwealth Bank has placed advertisements in 
national newspapers and magazines. 

Readers of the August issue of The Australian Womenôs Weekly (pictured) 
would have noticed a full page advertisement (p 52) in support of Legacy 
in the feature article on Julia Gillard. 

Corporate Trays . This year, corporate trays have been placed in selected Dan Murphy and 

BWS outlets, CBA and Australia Post branches, Telstra stores and InvoCare funeral homes. 

THIRD PARTY FUNDRAISING EFFORTS 

People fundraise for Legacy in all types of ways. Check out the following links to see what is 
being done: 

¶ Trekking Kokoda for Legacy  

This month, Michelle Hewitt and Michael DôOnofrio trekked the Kokoda 
Track to raise funds for Legacyôs vital work. The track stretches for 92km 
through Papua New Guineaôs most rugged, spectacular and wild jungle, 
and was the scene of a terrible and bloody battle between Australian and 
Japanese soldiers in 1942. 

http://www.kokoda2010.org.au/ 

¶ Legacy Fundraisers have fun at the same time  

On 29 August, members of 2 CER (2nd Combat Engineer Regiment) 
ran and marched the 2010 10km Bridge to Brisbane fun run to raise 
money for Legacy. Members marching carried 30kgs on their backs, 
with every step helping to raise funds to support the families of their 
fallen mates. ñWalking the extra mile, for those who canôt.ò 

http://www.everydayhero.com.au/2_cer_run_for_the_fallen 

¶ Keep Walking Bewsey  

An open invitation was extended to participate in the Bridge to 
Brisbane 5km race for KEEP WALKING BEWSEY.  The event was 
held to honour the life of Private Nathan Bewes and raise awareness 
and funds for Legacy. Participants were invited to RUN or WALK or 
simply make a DONATION, with all proceeds going to Legacy - to 
continue supporting families and children of our Australian deceased 
veterans. 

http://fundraise.bridgetobrisbane.com.au/keep_walking_bewesy 

¶ Auction to Support Legacy  

This is an auction to raise money that will be given to Legacy as a 
donation so that they can continue to help so many. The auction will 
run from 10 September - 17 September. 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Auction-To-Support-

Legacy/141127412580350?ref=ts  

http://www.commbank.com.au/about-us/in-the-community/legacy.aspx
http://www.commbank.com.au/about-us/in-the-community/legacy.aspx
http://www.kokoda2010.org.au/
http://www.everydayhero.com.au/2_cer_run_for_the_fallen
http://fundraise.bridgetobrisbane.com.au/keep_walking_bewesy
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Auction-To-Support-Legacy/141127412580350?ref=ts
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Auction-To-Support-Legacy/141127412580350?ref=ts
http://www.thewesterner.com.au/pages/blogs.aspx?ID=3089
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INFANTRYMEN KILLED IN ACTION  

The President, L/Tony Ralph, has written to COMD 1 Div, 
COMD 7 Bde and to the Officer Administering Command 6 
RAR to express Legacyôs sincere condolences on the deaths 
of a further three Brisbane based soldiers. 

Private Tomas Dale and Private Grant Kirby were killed as a 
result of an IED strike on 20 August 2010. On 24 August, 
Lance Corporal Jared MacKinney was killed during an 
engagement with insurgents. All three soldiers were from 6 
RAR and on operations with the 1st Mentoring Task Force 
(MTF-1) in Afghanistan. This brings to 21 the number of 
deaths in Afghanistan since 2002 including 10 this year.  Six 
of the deaths since June have been from 7 Bde units (2 CER 
and 6 RAR). 

The First Mentoring Task Force (MTF-1) is based at Camp 
Holland at Tarin Kowt and is engaged in mentoring, 
reconstruction and security operations in Uruzgan Province. 
Under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Mark Jennings, the 
bulk of the MTF is comprised of elements from the Australian 
Armyôs 7th Brigade (Brisbane), with support elements drawn 
from the Royal Australian Navy and Royal Australian Air 
Force. 

MTF-1 includes five Operational Mentoring and Liaison Teams 
(OMLTs), and one Combat Team (CT). These teams are 
structured to best support the mission of ongoing assistance in 
the development of the 4th Brigade of the Afghan National 
Army. Australian soldiers that operate in the OMLTs live with, 
train and provide support to their Afghan National Army 
colleagues at patrol bases in Uruzgan Province. 

The Trade Training School, run by MTF-1, conducts fixed steel 
and concreting, plumbing and basic construction skills 
courses. There is also a mobile training school, offering 
courses to local nationals in specific areas. 

MTF-1 works closely with officers from other Australian 
government agencies, including the Australian Agency for 
International Development (AusAID), the Australian Federal 
Police and the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, as 
part of a programme to provide comprehensive support and 
assistance to the ISAF campaign and the people of Uruzgan 
Province. 

In addition to those killed in Afghanistan, 149 personnel have 
suffered wounds as a result of battle; 49 of these this year. 

Of the 49 Australian soldiers wounded this year: 

¶ 22 have returned to Australia for further medical 

treatment; 

¶ 38 were involved in improvised explosive device 

attacks; 

Private Tomas Dale  

Private Grant Kirby with daughters 

Madeleine and Isabella  

Lance Corporal Jared MacKinney 

µ  Tarin Kowt 

On patrol with MTF-1 
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¶ 3 soldiers were wounded during contact with the Taliban; and  

¶ 7 soldiers were wounded as the result of an aircraft incident. 

The type of injuries sustained include: 

¶ fractures ï 9; 

¶ hearing loss ï 5; 

¶ wounds from penetrating fragments ï 8; 

¶ lacerations  and contusions ï 7; 

¶ gunshot wounds -2; 

¶ mild traumatic brain injury ï 6; and 

¶ other ï 2. 

Source:  http://www.defence.gov.au/op/afghanistan/info/personnel.htm 

SCAMS TARGETING VETERANS  

The Secretary of the Department of Veteransô Affairs, Mr Ian Campbell, has warned veterans to 
be aware of scam-artists claiming to represent the Australian Government. 

Mr Campbell said that DVA has been made aware of several approaches to members of the 
veteran community asking for personal information in exchange for new government services 
such as free electricity or pension benefits. In some cases these people posed as officers from 
DVA. ñThese óoffersô are false and my Department is investigating these incidents,ò he said. 
ñVeterans in Queensland and Victoria have been most recently targeted however veterans across 
the country should be aware of the potential scams. I urge the veteran community to exercise 
caution when asked to release personal details.ò 

If you receive a phone call or letter asking for personal information such as your DVA client 
number or banking details, do not answer straight away. Contact your nearest DVA office on 
133 254 (for metropolitan callers) or 1800 555 254 (for non-metropolitan callers) to confirm the 
source is legitimate. 

The Governmentôs Scamwatch website ï www.scamwatch.gov.au ï contains useful information 
on how to protect your privacy. 

GROVELY COMMEMORATION SERVICE 

All personnel who trained at Grovely Army Training Camp during WWII are invited to attend a 
service held at the park on Tozer Street, Grovely on Sunday 21st November 2010 at 11 am. 

In particular members, relatives and friends of the 2/26th and 

2/25th Battalions are welcome to attend. 

After the Service a social get together will be held at the Gaythorne RSL. 

For further information contact Michael Roadley on (07) 33427077 

http://www.defence.gov.au/op/afghanistan/info/personnel.htm
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EVENTS 

Australian Defence Charity Ball  

The Australia Defence Charity Ball held on 7 August was an outstanding success. 

Brisbane Legacy President, Tony Ralph, has thanked all of those who helped make the ball a 

success: the ADF, organising committee, sponsors, staff, volunteers and those who support 

Legacy through their attendance. Mr Ralph also acknowledged the courageous contribution of 

Mrs Bree Till - widow of SGT Brett Till, killed in Afghanistan on 19 March last year ï who spoke in 

support of Legacy. 
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MEMBER FOR FAIRFAX OPENS SUNSHINE COAST LEGACY 

OFFICE 

The Federal Member for Fairfax, Alex Somlyay MP, official opened the 
Sunshine Coast Legacy office on Friday, 6 August. The office, located 
in the National Australia Bank Building (Suite 5, Level 1, 38 Queen 
Street, Nambour) has been made available with significant assistance 
from Mr Ian Black, Principal of Day & Grimes Real Estate. 

In officially opening the office, Mr Somlyay stated that the office confirms Legacyôs presence and 
commitment to the widows of war veterans  on the Sunshine Coast and urged the local 
community to support Legacy during its forthcoming major fundraiser, Legacy Week (29 August ï 
5 September). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RAR Memorial Walk Concert  

The 2010 RAR Memorial Walk Concert was held at 
Gallipoli Barracks on Sunday, 22 August. This is now an 
annual event organised by the RAR Association at the 
RAR National Memorial Walk. 

Among the guests were members, family and friends of 
the RAR Association and Legatees and Legacy widows 
from Caboolture and Bribie Island. All enjoyed a hearty 
lunch, provided by Rotary, and a musical program of 
regimental marches performed by the Australian Army 
Band-Brisbane (although some of the guest conductors 
were somewhat questionable). 

Brisbane Legacy is grateful for the funds raised for Legacy at the concert and for the wonderful 
support of the RAR Assn (particularly Glenn Willmann & Greg Decker), the Australian Army Band-
Brisbane and Rotary. 

L/George Bourne & his wife, Vivienne 
Photo: Courtesy of Rick Hollingdrake, RAR Assn 


