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FROM THE BOARD 

The Board of Directors met at Legacy House on 20 September. 

Present were: L/Brian Avery; L/Steven Blinkhorn; L/Peter Browne; 
L/Norm Clarke; L/Brian McIntyre (A/Chairman); L/Greg Shannon and 
L/Peter Thatcher. Apologies were received from L/Tony Ralph and 
L/Tony Jucha. 

Note: L/Gordon Kratzmann has tendered his resignation from the Board of Directors but will 
remain the Queensland representative on the National Marketing Committee. 

Board considered the following matters: 

 Future of Legacy House. Board agreed a further $25 000 in addition to that agreed in 2009 
to further investigate the redevelopment of Legacy House, including the preparation and 
submission of a Development Application to Council. 

 DVA Key Issues Paper – Future Funding by DVA of ESO Advocacy and Welfare 

Services. Agreed out of session. Club response to be distributed to Groups. 

 Australian Defence Charity Ball. Board received a report on the Australian Defence 
Charity Ball. This event raised in excess of $80 000 for Legacy. 

 Legacy Week. Board received a report on Legacy Week (detail provided on page 2). The 
debrief on this activity will be held at Legacy House on Friday, 22 October at 11.00am. 

 Endorsement as an Income Exempt Charity. Board noted that a formal review had been 
conducted confirming Brisbane Legacy‘s eligibility for endorsement as an ―income tax 
exempt charitable entity‖ and ―deductible gift recipient.‖ 

PAST PRESIDENT’S LUNCH 

On 3 September, the President and Past Presidents met for lunch at the United Service Club 
where they were briefed on Legacy Week and other matters of interest affecting Legacy. 

Those attending were (from left: 
Legatees Clyde Winzar (1992 & 
1993); Peter Smith (2000/01); Tony 
Ralph (2010); Doug Formby, AM 
(2002/03); Neil Russell (1962/63); 
Tony Jucha, OAM (1994/95 & 
2004/05); Keith Hall (1998/99) and 
CEO, Steven Blinkhorn (not 
pictured). 

Brisbane Legacy BULLETIN 

SEPTEMBER 2010 
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FROM THE CEO 

I am pleased to report that Legacy Week was a great success thanks to the effort of 

some very committed legatees, staff and volunteers. In all, we manned more than 

100 sites and raised $420 000 plus or 25% more than in 2009. In addition, 1 Sigs 

Regt raised $122 841 during the City Ambush bringing that unit‘s total to more than 

$900 000 over the years collecting for Legacy. This is a wonderful effort and we are 

truly indebted to the men and women of 1 Sigs Regt, and to those other members of the ADF who 

assist during Legacy Week, for the wonderful support that they provide. 

I would also like to acknowledge the assistance provided by the Church of England Grammar 

School (Churchie), ESOs, service clubs and many individuals who give of their valuable time to 

assist Legacy. This assistance is greatly valued by Legacy. 

In addition to badge sales, the mail appeal conducted in conjunction with Legacy Week has 

raised in excess of $135 000 with donations still being received. Legacy Week wash-up will be 

conducted at Legacy House on Friday, 22 October at 11am. Contact Groups are requested to 

send a representative and other interested parties are invited to attend. 

Finally, I would like to mention that the Welfare Manager, Craig Hardy, has resigned and departed 

Brisbane Legacy on 24 September to take up a position with Vision Australia. 

Craig joined Brisbane Legacy following his retirement from the RAN in 2003 and has been 

instrumental in the review and oversight of Brisbane Legacy‘s welfare programs since then. 

During Craig‘s watch he: developed the very successful Explorers‘ Program (for those 

dependants with a disability) culminating in 2008 with a very successful trip to the United 

Kingdom and Europe for the 90th Anniversary of the Armistice; revitalised the summer youth 

camp; developed and introduced a pragmatic methodology for service delivery; and argued for 

the appointment of a Family Support Officer. 

Craig will be sorely missed; however, he will remain involved in Legacy as a legatee with the 

South East Contact Group. On behalf of all of us who have benefited from Craig‘s commitment, 

advice and guidance—thank you Craig. 

 

Steven Blinkhorn 

Chief Executive Officer 

Below left: L/ Graham Woodward with volunteers at North 

Lakes Shopping Centre during Badge Week. 

Below right: The CEO, Steven Blinkhorn presenting Craig 

Hardy with a farewell gift. 
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WELFARE MATTERS 

Pension Increases 

Centrelink and DVA pensions increased effective from 20 September. The Service and Age 
pension increased by only $6, while the WWP increased by $15 with an additional $5 added to 
the ceiling of the Income Support supplement. Assets and incomes test limits also moved slightly. 
DVA Factsheet IS30 lists all the pension figures, the relevant forms have been updated on the 
Legacy Website and a Pension Summary sheet is set out below for quick reference to the salient 
figures. 

Pension Income Summary—20 September 2010 

 ISS means-testing for income also includes any disability pension and WWP. 

 The pension payments should be fixed until 11 March. 

 Single orphans pension is $85.70 

 Maximum rate of rental assistance is $115.20 

 Deeming rates are 3.0% for first $43 200, then 4.5% for remainder 

 Funeral benefit is $2 000 

 For all other details see the DVA fact sheet IS30 or other fact sheets from DVA. 

Sustenance Relief Payment 

The annual audit of all Sustenance cases is ready to commence. There has been no shift in the 
Welfare Scale, which is $410 and $127 for those in residential aged care or similar, as there has 
been no shift in either the CPI or PBLCI over the last two quarters. Welfare officers will conduct all 
assessments, except those required on the Sunshine Coast and in Country areas. Contact 
Groups will be presented with the completed assessments for endorsement. 

Pension $ pf Criteria 
Lower 

means 
Upper means 

 

Age / Service Pension 716.10   

Income Test   146.00 pf 1578.20 pf 

Assets Test Home owners 

Non-home owners 

181 750 

313 250 

659 250 

790 750 

Pensions (Service, Centrelink and ISS) begin to reduce when income or assets meet the lower 
means and cut off to $0pf when income or assets reach the upper means. The WWP is not 
subjected to means testing. 

WWP 725.10 Non-taxable and not means tested 

ISS 216.60 No longer age dependent 

Income Test (for ISS) Inclusive of WWP 1145.00 pf 1578.20 pf 

Assets Test (for ISS) Home owners 

Non-home owners 

514 750 

646 250 

659 250 

790 750 

Total WWP/ISS (full) 941.70   
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Christmas Gifts 

Rudolph and the herd are getting into condition for the busy season 
ahead, the elves are frantically making toys and Santa is coming up 
for parole. Legacy also has some planning to do for the season with 
Christmas gifts for our widows, children and persons with a disability. 
Each year, our most needy widows receive a cheque gift of $100 to 
help them enjoy Christmas. Dependants also receive a gift, with 
children receiving theirs from Santa at the Christmas party or 
delivered later. 

Contact Groups are requested to consider who amongst their needy 
widows should receive a gift, and verify/amend the list that is soon to 
appear within Group correspondence. Returns should be back in 
Legacy House by 12 November so that cheques can be processed 
and delivered by Legatees in time for Christmas. Legatees will also 
deliver a Christmas gift to the children and the Explorers who do not 
attend their Christmas Parties. 

 

SUNSHINE COAST REMEMBRANCE DAY CONCERT 

Four Terry White Chemists on the 
Sunshine Coast (Kawana and 
Maroochydore) are the major sponsors 
of this year‘s Sunshine Coast Legacy 
Remembrance Day Concert to be held at 
the Maroochydore Baptist Centre (186 
Wises Road, Buderim) on Saturday, 6 
November. 

Tickets for the Concert are available from 

L/Beryl Argus on 5493 5098 and Mrs 

Fran Clarke on 5443 2779 of from any 

Westpac Branches on the Sunshine 

Coast. 

Pictured at the opening of the recently 
renovated Terry White Chemist, 
Sunshine Plaza Shopping Centre, 
Maroochydore are: Mr Terry White, 
L/Viv Horner and L/Wal Farquhar. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=christmas+gift
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=christmas+cheque
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SERVICE DELIVERY MODEL – EARLY REFLECTIONS 

The service delivery model was introduced for many reasons; amongst 
them was the need to install an effective and efficient framework of 
service delivery that matches our strategic plan and direction. It also 
strives to establish a quality benchmark for service that can be measured 
and therefore valued and reviewed. The considerations for the model are 
focussed upon the beneficiaries and their needs, but it also reflects the 
capacity of the organisation, its assets, resources and intellect in order to 
deliver service. The model is now nine months old and over the next nine 
months we shall review and measure the performance of the model for 
continuous improvement. The measurement will be a systematic 
approach with the following steps: 

Step 1 - October 

Group Chairmen (exempt Gympie, Warwick, Granite and Country) will be requested to record 
their reflections on several key components of the model. A set of questions are prepared to 
assist with this activity. 

Step 2 - November 

This feedback will be analysed by the Welfare Committee to determine the necessary remedial 
action to follow. 

Step 3 - December 

Welfare Manager will compile statistics and qualitative data to prepare a scorecard on the 
mandatory contact principles of the model and an assessment of the overlaying (passive) 
delivery. 

Step 4 – March 2011 

Full review, detailing all observations and actions, and the way ahead. The review will also cut 
across other initiatives in Legacy that impact upon our service delivery; they are volunteering, 
recruitment and training. 

What are the questions for Step 1: 

 Do you and your group understand the following key concepts of the model: 

¹ Active and passive service delivery? 

¹ Mandatory and non-mandatory allocation of Legatees? 

¹ Frequency of contact for allocated and non-allocated beneficiaries? 

¹ The Welcome procedure? 

 Is your group committed to the model or are you using a different hybrid? 

 In a brief statement, what is your groups local contact plan or strategy? 

 How successful are you at achieving this plan? 

 What are the issues against success at the model‘s mandatory and active methods? 

 Are you satisfied with the administrative support from Legacy House? 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=statistics
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ISSUE OF REPATRIATION HEALTH CARDS 2010 

Changes to DVA cards—June 2010 

All Department of Veterans‘ Affairs (DVA) Repatriation Health Cards (DVA Cards) are due to 
expire during 2010. DVA has already begun reissuing all DVA cards. As part of this reissue there 
will be some improvements made to DVA cards. 

Gold Card holders 

Holders of a Gold Card (the Repatriation Health Card - For All Conditions) 
are entitled to the full range of health care services at DVA's expense 
including medical, dental and optical care, within Australia. 

They are also entitled to aids and appliances to help them, for example, to 
remain in their home. 

White Card holders 

Holders of a White Card (the Repatriation Health Card – For Specific 
Conditions) are entitled to the full range of health care services at DVA 
expense but only in respect of those disabilities or illnesses accepted as 
service-related. 

A White Card may also be issued for treatment for non service related 
cancer, pulmonary tuberculosis, post traumatic stress disorder, clinical 
depressions or severe anxiety disorders, or the symptoms of 
unidentifiable conditions (Gulf War veterans only), without the need to 
submit claim for payment for a disability compensation payment. 

Orange Card holders 

Orange Repatriation pharmaceutical benefits cards are issued to 
Commonwealth and allied veterans and mariners who: 

 have qualifying service from World War I or II and 

 are aged 70 or over and 

 have been resident in Australia for 10 years or more. 

SALE: 80TH ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATIVE MEDALLIONS 

Brisbane Legacy has a small quantity of 80
th
 Anniversary 

Commemorative Medallions for sale.  The medallion was produced in 
2008 to commemorate Brisbane Legacy‘s eighty years of service to 
widows and their dependants.  It is presented in a case with the medal 
displaying the torch of service and ―Legacy Club of Brisbane 80th 
Anniversary‖ 1928-2008 with the obverse side depicting a half Torch and 
open scroll (left blank to engrave should  you wish.) Measurements: 
60mm across.  Sale price is $20.00 (incl P&H). 

Medallions can be purchased by contacting Mrs Sue Bogatko on 
3846 4299 or by email to sbogatko@legacybrisbane.org.au.  

mailto:sbogatko@legacybrisbane.org.au
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AUSTRALIAN VETERANS’ CHILDREN ASSISTANCE TRUST 

Scholarships for Children of Veterans intending Tertiary Studies in 2011 

In 2011 the Australian Veterans‘ Children Assistance Trust (AVCAT) is expecting to give financial 
assistance for up to 65 students under many different scholarship schemes. All schemes help the 
selected children in need of the Australian veteran community with the costs of tertiary education. 
Applicants are considered for all schemes for which they are eligible. 

Applications open on 18 August 2010. To apply you must be: 

a. Within the means test. That is eligible on assets and income grounds for Youth Allowance 
benefits for full- time education. 

b. Enrolled, or planning to enrol in a full-time course of tertiary education in Australia by 
attendance at a university, TAFE or college. The course must be of one or more  academic 
years length and at undergraduate level. 

c. The child or grandchild of a person who has operational service with the Australian Navy, 
Army or Air Force, or if not has three or more year‘s continuous full-time service as a 
member of the Australian Defence Force. 

d. Under the age of 25 when applying, unless exceptional circumstances related to  veteran‘s 
service exist. 

The largest scheme is the Long Tan Bursary funded by the Australian Government. There are 50 
new bursaries each year. They are valued at $9,000 each which is paid at $3,000 per year for 
three years. There are selection quotas for each State and Territory. To apply you must be the 
child of an Australian Vietnam Veteran, be resident in Australia, be entering any year of tertiary 
study, having not previously received a Long Tan Bursary. 

The other national schemes are the AVCAT Bursary, the two RSL Scholarships, three Vietnam 
Veterans‘ Peacekeepers and Peacemakers Scholarship and the Defence Force Welfare 
Association  Scholarship. George Quinsey Scholarships directly pay tuition fees for economics, 
commerce and accountancy studies. There are also regional scholarships. In NSW, there are 
three from Brisbane Water Legacy covering Gosford/Wyong NSW and one from the NSW TPI 
Association. Some private donors offer two scholarships to resident NSW applicants.  In SA, the 
VVAA also offers a scholarship. 

Schemes vary between $3,000 and $5,000 per year each. Some are restricted to location of 
residence or studies. Most require veteran service in Vietnam but others are broader in eligibility 
criteria. Most schemes continue payments for later years of study. All scholarship schemes but 
one pays monthly instalments. That scheme helps with tuition costs for courses in commerce, 
economics and accountancy. In addition to the above there is one grant per year to assist a 
handicapped eligible veteran‘s child or grandchild with special extra costs of transition to tertiary 
studies or employment  

To receive an application form/register interest please call 1800 620 361 or visit the AVCAT 

website at: www.avcat.org.au 

http://www.avcat.org.au
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Last month we reported on the opening of the National Service Memorial in Canberra on 8 
September.  This month, a little on National Service from an article titled National Service: A Brief 
History by Allen Callaghan. 

NATIONAL SERVICE 

Between 1951 and 1972, a total of 287,000 young Australian men were called up in two separate 
schemes for compulsory training in the Navy, Army and Air Force. Of them, 212 died on active 
service in Borneo and Vietnam. National Service was part of Australia‘s defence preparedness for 
three decades. 

Background 

National Service was a product of the post-World War Two global and regional conflicts facing 
Australia. These began with the Berlin blockade by the Soviet Union in 1948; the first Arab-Israeli 
war the same year; Communist insurgencies in Malaya and Vietnam; Communist North Korea‘s 
invasion of South Korea in 1950, the Suez Canal crisis of 1956, confrontation with Indonesia in 
Borneo in 1962 and the Vietnam War. The threat of nuclear war hung over the entire world. 

The outbreak of the Korean war in 1950, coupled with the Malayan Emergency and the Viet Minh 
uprising against the French in  Vietnam, appeared to threaten Australia directly. Recruiting for the 
regular Armed Services proving  insufficient, the Menzies Government re-introduced conscription 
which had ended in 1945. The legislation had bi-partisan political support. 

First Scheme 1951-59 

In the first National Service scheme between 1951 and 1959, all young men aged 18 were called 
up for training in the Navy, Army and Air Force. A total of 227,000 served in 52 intakes. 

A total of 6,862 National Servicemen did their training in the Navy at HMAS Penguin in Sydney, 
HMAS Cerberus  at Flinders Naval Depot on Westernport Bay in Victoria, HMAS Lonsdale in 
Melbourne and HMAS Leeuwin near Perth.  National Servicemen in the Fleet Air Arm trained at 
the Royal Australian Naval Air Station HMAS Nirimba at Schofields airfield in Sydney‘s north-west 
and at HMAS Albatross near Nowra. Sea service was done on  ships of the Fleet. 

The Army was allocated the largest proportion of men – about 198,000 - and formed ten National 
Service Training Battalions. The locations of the  Battalions were: Queensland, 11 Battalion at 
Wacol; New South Wales, 12 Battalion at Singleton and Holsworthy, 13 Battalion at Ingleburn and 
19 Battalion at Old Holsworthy and Holsworthy; Victoria, 14, 15 and 20 Battalions at Puckapunyal 
and Watsonia; South Australia, 16 Battalion at Woodside; Western Australia, 17 Battalion at 
Swanbourne; Tasmania, 18 Battalion at Brighton.  The 11th Battalion, with 1500 trainees at its 
peak, was the largest. It served Queensland and Papua New Guinea. Trainees from the northern 
rivers of NSW from Tweed Heads to Newcastle and the New England tableland were sent north 
to Wacol or south to Singleton and Sydney as required. Some National Servicemen from 
Canberra, Queanbeyan, Yass, Goulburn and other southern NSW centres trained at Puckapunyal 
in Victoria. Northern Territory and Broken Hill National Servicemen trained at Woodside in South 
Australia. 

About 23,500 National Servicemen undertook their training in the Air Force and were allocated to 
Flights at major air bases and depots including Garbutt in Townsville, Toowoomba and Oakey on 
the Darling Downs, Amberley near Ipswich and Archerfield in Brisbane; Richmond, Rathmines, 
Williamtown, Bankstown, Forest Hill and Uranquinty near Wagga Wagga in NSW; Fairbairn in 
Canberra; Point Cook, Laverton, Frognall, Tottenham, Ballarat and East Sale in Victoria; Mallala 
near Adelaide and Pearce and Merredin near Perth. Trainees from South Australia and Tasmania 
also went to Laverton. 

National Service Instructors were drawn from all three Services and most  had World War Two, 
Korean, Borneo or Vietnam combat experience. National Servicemen in both schemes received 
the standard basic training for all new recruits. 
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Service Numbers. National Service numbers were followed by NS (i.e. 4382NS) in sequence 
from the first intake.  An ‗A‘ preceded Air Force numbers. In Army and Air Force numbers, the first 
digit (i.e. 2/771128 or  A111409) usually indicated the State in which the trainee was called up:  1 
Queensland, 2 New South Wales, 3 Victoria, 4 South Australia, 5 Western Australia, 6 Tasmania 
and 1 (later 8)  Papua New Guinea. Some first scheme trainees from southern NSW had 3 
prefixes and during the Vietnam-era some trainees were assigned numbers from other States. In 
Army numbers the second digit was always a 7. First scheme Army numbers had an oblique, 
Vietnam-era numbers did not. 

Training Period. Under the National Service Act 1951, all young men turning 18 on or after l 
November 1950 were required to undertake 176 days standard recruit training in the Navy, Army 
or Air Force, followed by five years in their respective Reserves. The first call-up notices were 
issued on 12 April 1951 and the first National Servicemen marched in during July.  The Navy 
required its National Servicemen for 124 days continuous training and then thirteen days training 
each year for four years in the Naval Reserve. Army trainees initially were required to serve 98 
days continuous basic training followed by 78 days training in the Citizen Military Force over three 
years. Army Nashos without a unit near their home, if required, returned to the nearest base to 
complete their obligation. The Air Force required its trainees for a continuous 176 days.  
Australians resident in Papua-New Guinea could fulfil their obligation in Australia or by six year‘s 
service in the Papua-New Guinea Volunteer Rifles.    In 1955 the Navy and Air Force reduced 
training to 154 days and discontinued National Service in 1957. In 1957, the Army reduced initial 
training to 77 days and part time service in the CMF to 63 days over two years.  It also reduced 
the call-up through a birthday ballot from the second intake of 1957. The last intake of the first 
scheme was in August, 1959. 

The Australian Government decided on 24 November 1959 to discontinue National Service and 
on 30 June 1960 all National Servicemen were declared to have honourably discharged their 
obligation. 

Those in the first scheme did not see active service, but National Servicemen were on Naval 
ships that visited Korean waters during hostilities. They also were at the atomic bomb tests in 
1952 at Monte Bello Islands in Western Australia  and in 1956 at Maralinga in South Australia. 
RAAF National Servicemen worked on aircraft that had flown through atomic clouds. National 
Servicemen were placed on alert as part of a wider standby for active service during the Suez 
Canal crisis in 1956 but the crisis passed. 

Second Scheme 1965-72 

With the outbreak of Confrontation with Indonesia between 1963 and 1966 and the Vietnam War, 
recruiting again was insufficient and the Government introduced the National Service Act 1964. 

In the second scheme, men aged 20 were selected by a birthday ballot for the Army. The Navy 
and Air Force did not use National Service for Vietnam. An alternative allowed those liable to 
conscription to elect, a year before the ballot, to fulfil their National Service obligation by six years 
service in the CMF. Some 35,000 did so until this option was abolished. Another option was that 
National Servicemen, upon call-up, could apply to serve three years full-time in the Navy or RAAF 
instead of in the Army. 

Between 30 June 1965 and 7 December 1972, a total of 63,735 were called up for two years 
fulltime service integrated into regular Army units. This was reduced to 18 months in 1971.  Of 
these, 150 served in Borneo and 19,450 in Vietnam. The remainder served in support units in 
Australia, Malaysia and Papua-New Guinea. 

After twelve weeks initial training at 1 RTB at Kapooka, 3 RTB at Singleton or 2 RTB at 
Puckapunyal; National Servicemen were assigned to the many different Corps.  About 1500 were 
selected for officer training at Scheyville in Sydney and were commissioned as second 
lieutenants. Another 600 who were teachers were promoted to sergeant and posted to Papua-
New Guinea for 12 months to educate soldiers of the Pacific Islands Regiment at Port Moresby, 
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VACANCY 

Brisbane Legacy currently has a vacancy for a motivated and 

professional individual to manage its welfare support programs and 

welfare functions. 

For an information package including Position Description please 

contact Sandra Mitchell on 3846 4299 or visit the website at: 

http://www.legacy.com.au/Assets/2984/3/PD115_WelfareManager.pdf  

Goldie River, Lae and Wewak.   Most were allotted to the Infantry, enabling the Army to increase 
the Royal Australian Regiment from five to nine Battalions for the first time. 

During Confrontation with Indonesia between 1963 and 1966, the Government committed 3 RAR 
to Borneo in 1965, succeeded by 4 RAR, plus support units. All Battalions were rotated through 
Vietnam between 1966 and 1971. Most units gave National Servicemen the choice of active 
service and most volunteered. Of them, two died in Borneo and 210 in Vietnam. They included six 
who enlisted upon call-up or re-enlisted and three voluntary National Servicemen. 

The McMahon Government withdrew Australian units from Vietnam in 1971. In 1972, the Whitlam 
Government, using  the expedient of ‗exceptional hardship‘ ,  discharged National Servicemen 
from the Army and passed the National Service Termination Act in 1973. The Defence Legislation 
Amendment Act of 1992 repealed the National Service Act 1951 but the then Labor Government 
retained conscription in a time of war with prior Parliamentary approval. 

Finale 

In 2001, the Australian Government recognised the contribution of National 
Servicemen to Australia‘s defence preparedness with the award of the 
Anniversary of National Service 1951-1972 Medal.  The bronze medal is of 
double-sided design with the recipient‘s service number and name 
engraved on the rim. The front depicts the tri-service badge surmounted by 
the Federation star and the words ‗Anniversary of National Service 1951-
1972ô and the other side the Southern Cross on a field of radiating lines 
inside a cog wheel representing the integral role of the armed services in 
the Australian community. Both sides are surmounted by the Crown. 

The ribbon uses the colours of the three Services during the National 
Service era - Navy white, Army jungle green and RAAF light blue - and 
Australia‘s then national colours of blue and gold. The ochre strip 
represents the land.  In 2006, National Servicemen, along with all other 
servicemen and women, were awarded the Australian Defence Medal. 

Because National Service was drawn from the entire community, many National Servicemen from 
both schemes later rose to high positions in politics, business, the professions and the 
community. They include Governors-General Bill Hayden and Dr.Peter Hollingworth; deputy 
Prime Minister Tim Fischer and Federal Minister Wilson Tuckey; Victorian Premier Jeff Kennett; 
Queensland deputy Premier, Sir Llew Edwards; Queensland Chief Justice Paul De Jersey; Major-
General Rod Fay, businessmen Lindsay Fox and Sir James Hardy; television personalities Clive 
James and Graham Kennedy; entertainer Normie Rowe, tennis player Lew Hoad, cricketer Doug 
Walters and car racing legends Peter Brock and Dick Johnson. There were Aboriginal, Torres 
Strait Islander and Pacific Islander Nashos. 

http://www.legacy.com.au/Assets/2984/3/PD115_WelfareManager.pdf
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A VISIT TO FRANCE : An article by L/Brian Avery 

During my recent holiday in France, I stayed at Ste Maxime on the Cote d‘Azur, near the site of 
the 1944 Allied landings, and when returning to London visited the new Commonwealth War 
Graves Cemetery at Fromelles. 

I suppose that most people are aware of the 
Normandy landings on 6 June 1944 but few 
Australians know of the landings which 
liberated the southern part of France. 
Originally, it was planned that the Normandy 
landings and those in the south would take 
place simultaneously, trapping the Germans 
between two advancing Allied armies. Churchill 
opposed a landing in the south of France as it 
would divert effort from Italy and his desire to 
advance into the Balkans. Scarcity of 
resources, particularly landing craft, however, 
forced the delay of the southern landings until mid August, when 150 000 American, British and 
Free French troops landed against light opposition on a stretch of coast stretching from Toulon to 
Nice. Their task was made easier because the Germans had withdrawn three divisions from the 
area to reinforce their defence in the north. The Allies advanced rapidly north up the Rhone 
Valley, linking up in September near Lyons with the French 2EME Division Blindee (2nd 
Armoured Division) from the northern landings. This southern landing became little more than a 
sideshow (Liddell Hart‘s History of the Second World War does not even mention it) but it remains 
significant to the French as part of the liberation of their country. It was during this campaign that 
Sergeant (Later 2LT) Audie Murphy won his Medal of Honor, portrayed in the movie ―To Hell and 
Back‖. 

While we refer to ‗the invasion of France‘, the French naturally see it not as invasion—one cannot 
logically invade one‘s own country—and refer to it as ‗la Debarquemente‘. The road leading to our 
villa at Ste Maxime was the Rue de la Debarquemente and it led down to the Rue General le 
Clerc, named after the commander of the Free French forces in the landing. Our stay coincided 
with the anniversary celebrations of the landing, including a grand parade of military vehicles of 
the era, fireworks and a flying display by the French Air Force‘s aerobatic team, very spectacular 
and seemingly lasting for hours. 

For me, the highlight of my visit to France was 
the new Pheasants Wood Commonwealth War 
Graves Cemetery at Fromelles. It was officially 
opened on 19 July, the anniversary of the 
battle, when the last body was re-interred in a 
ceremony involving France, the United Kingdom 
and Australia. Although only a small cemetery 
(less than 250 graves) it has become probably 
one of the most visited. When I went to sign the 
Visitors‘ Book on 29 August, I found it to be 
almost full. To me, the cemetery is singularly 
attractive in its layout and the way it has been 
prepared. Most of the graves are Australian with 
about one quarter being British and small 
number whose nationality has not been confirmed. Some are marked ‗An Unknown Australian 
Soldier‘ or ‗An Unknown British Soldier‘ but the last group are sadly marked just as ‗As Unknown 
Soldier of the Great War‘. 

Two graves side by side are brothers. Another who served under age—sixteen—has his correct 
name on the headstone and the name under which he enlisted, whilst just along the row another 
soldier, forty seven years of age, similarly enlisted un a false name and put his age down! There 
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is a Jewish lieutenant from a Victorian battalion 
and a major from (I think) the same battalion. It 
would appear that the British Government has 
not been as diligent as the Australian 
Government in attempting to identify the dead. I 
saw NO named British graves, but a majority of 
the Australian dead have been identified. Once 
identified, their name is removed from the 
Australian National War Memorial at Villers-
Bretonneux where those with no known grave 
are commemorated. Similarly, the name of any 
identified British soldier will be removed from 
the British memorial at Thiepval. 

The story of the disaster which was Fromelles 
has been amply described elsewhere and new 
books on the battle are becoming available, no 
doubt because of the interest raised by the 
Pheasant Wood project. A drive around the 
area, however, raised for me a fresh 
awareness of one problem that faced the 
attacking troops. In an area which is relatively 
flat, even a slight rise in the ground gives a 
clear view of the approaches to a position. The 
German main position was along the Aubers 
Ridge which ran through Fromelles. This ride is 
only a few metres higher than the surrounding 
countryside but dominates the approaches 
taken by the two Divisions involved in the attack, 5th Australian and the 61st British. Even today, 
the ridge still has a large number of surviving German bunkers which were largely untouched by 
the ineffectual preparatory bombardment. These bunkers were able to provide a curtain of 
interlocking machine gun fire from the Maxim machine guns, the use of which the Germans had 
mastered far beyond any use to which the British put them at this stage of the war. It was the 
streams of machine gun fire which cut the attacking troops to pieces and caused most of the 
casualties. It doesn‘t take the ground reading skills of an experienced officer to see the tactical 
advantage the Germans enjoyed. 

For those wanting to visit, Fromelles is a very small village not marked on the AA or Michelin 
maps of France. It is quite close to the Belgian border and the French town of Armentieres, about 
forty minutes driving the from main Autoroute connecting Calais and Paris-Reims. Once in the 
area, signposting to the cemetery is good (although we did misread one road junction). 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Saturday, 9 October  Army in Concert – link http://www.legacy.com.au/
brisbane/Events 

Saturday, 30 October Queensland Legacy State Get-together (Ipswich) 

Saturday, 6 November Sunshine Coast Remembrance Day Concert 

Friday, 26 November Group Chairperson‘s Meeting 

http://www.legacy.com.au/brisbane/Events
http://www.legacy.com.au/brisbane/Events
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IN MEMORIAM 

Brisbane Legacy gratefully acknowledges the thoughtful generosity of those 

who choose to make an ‗In Memoriam‘ donation, rather than sending flowers on the death 

of a loved one or friend; and those who make regular ‗Memorial Gift‘ donations close to the 

anniversary of the death of a loved one, as a caring way to remember. 

We extend our sincere thanks for the following gifts: 

Anonymous 

Mrs G Neville 

Private Tim Aplin 

Mrs J Saundercock 

Ashley‘s Mother 

Ms A Martin 

Mrs Gladys Bowen 

Mr R Harding 

Mrs Dorothy Brach 

Mr & Mrs E Cummings 

Mr Paul Joseph Byrnes 

Anonymous 

Mr & Mrs B Byrnes 

Mr L Canniffe 

Mr & Mrs M Hill 

Ms A Kemp 

Mr & Mrs A Kilroy 

Mr J Long 

Mr & Mrs R MacDonnell 

Mrs N Petrucci 

Mr & Mrs P Petrucci 

Mr & Mrs Z Ross 

Mr D Warby 

Mr & Mrs G Young 

Crash 

Anonymous 

Private Thomas Dale 

Her Excellency Ms Penelope Wensley AO 

Mrs Patricia Jean Galland 

Mrs E Elkins 

Mrs Phyllis Gates 

Mr K Carter 

Mr J Chiswell 

Mr P Dun 

 

Dr Peter Grant 

Mrs G Lewis 

Captain Andrew Griffiths 

Mrs G Griffiths 

Mrs Thelma Hallas 

Mr W Hallas 

Mr Maxwell Hamilton 

Mrs N Hamilton 

Mr Ivan Harris 

Mrs M Harris 

Mr Dal A Hensley 

2/6 Australian Field Regiment Association 

(NSW Branch) 

Mr Aubrey A James 

Mrs P James 

Mrs Vera Kelso 

Mr J Kelso 

Private Grant Kirby 

Mrs J Boyle 

Her Excellency Ms Penelope Wensley AO 

Mrs C Keft 

Mr & Mrs B Moulton 

Mrs R Trevarthen 

Mrs Queenie Ruth Larsen 

Mr P Larsen 

Mrs Helen Laidlaw Lavery 

Mr & Mrs T Schultz 

Mr & Mrs T Stratton 

Mr Aubrey Lewis 

Mrs G Lewis 

Ms Wendy McCarthy 

Anonymous 
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VALE 

L/STANLEY GEORGE LANDS 
(12 July 1920 – 11 September 2010) 

L/Lands joined the RANVR in 1940. He trained as a sonar operator 
before serving with the RN in the UK, USA, the Atlantic and Borneo. 

Stan was a long serving member of Legacy. He first joined Sydney 
Legacy in 1948. He joined Brisbane Legacy (Sunshine Coast) in 1981, 
transferred to Sydney Legacy in 1983 and returned finally to Brisbane 
Legacy (Sunshine Coast) in 1987. Stan served Legacy well throughout 
the years and will be sadly missed. 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

For most, the announcement by the UK Ministry of Defence of the death 
of Captain Andrew Griffiths, 2nd Battalion The Duke of Lancaster‘s 
Regiment (2 LANCS) Theatre Reserve Battalion, who  died on Sunday, 
5 September 2010 would have gone unnoticed. However, for his great 
uncle living in Brisbane it was yet another example of a life being cut 
short in its prime. 

Captain Andy Griffiths was wounded in action by an explosion while 
securing a future patrol base in the Nahr-e Saraj district of Helmand 
province on Tuesday, 24 August 2010. He was repatriated to the UK for 
treatment but unfortunately died of his wounds at the Queen Elizabeth 
Hospital, Birmingham on 5 September. 

The death of Captain Griffiths highlights that Australia is part of a coalition 
of nations operating in Afghanistan and that the death of every soldier is 
felt around the world. 

Mr F W McIlveen 

2/6 Australian Field Regiment Association 

(NSW Branch) 

Lance Corporal Jared MacKinney 

Anonymous 

Deception Bay State High School 

Her Excellency Ms Penelope Wensley AO 

Mrs N Kimmorley 

Mr Rod ‗Tich‘ Mathieson 

Mrs S Mathieson 

Mrs Caroline Nisbett 

Mr B Nisbett 

Mrs Rosaleen Norris 

Mrs D Fridolf 

Mr A Norris 

Mr Kenneth Thompson 

Mrs J Thompson 

Mr Ted Yates 

Mrs E Yates 

Mr Joshua Lyle Woods 

Miss F Batterham 

Ms M Stevenson 
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MEMBERSHIP 

Field for Service – Out of Session 

Any member having an objection to a nomination must lodge such objection with the Secretary 

within seven days of it appearing in the Bulletin. 

Declaration of Membership  

Transfers 

Transferred to the Retired List 

Ms Enid McConville 

10 Catherine Street 

MARSDEN QLD 4132 

Logan Contact Group 

Proposer: L/Craig Hardy 

Seconder: L/Ed Heieck 

Ms Valerie Padden 

233 Rosia Road 

PARK RIDGE QLD 4125 

Logan Contact Group 

Proposer: L/Ed Heieck 

Seconder: L/Bill Winter 

Ms Maria Anne Purdie 

2 Chabrol Court 

PETRIE QLD 4502 

North West Contact Group 

Proposer: L/Steven Blinkhorn 

Seconder: L/Craig Hardy 

Mr Raymond Maxwell Whittaker 

U 89/2 Macadamia Drive 

MALENY QLD 4557 

Sunshine Coast Contact Group 

Proposer: L/Wendy Hill 

Seconder: L/James Meakins 

  

Logan Contact Group 

Mr J C Barry 

(John) 

PO Box 107 

WOODRIDGE QLD 4114 

H: 3803 1271 

B: 3332 3697 

M: 0415 166 374 

E: jcbarry@bigpond.net.au 

Logan Contact Group 

Mrs B W Erba 

(Barbara/Valeria) 

PO Box 40 

WATERFORD QLD 4133 

H: 3387 3024 

North East Contact Group 

Mr K J Turner 

(Ken/Kathryn) 

103 Aberdeen Parade 

BOONDALL QLD 4034 

H: 3265 4625 

M: 0407 674 308 

E: ipcw@bigpond.com 

From Gympie Contact Group 

 

L/Peter Conway 

From North West Contact 

Group 

L/Gerry D Woodrow 

From South West Contact 

Group 

L/Donald F Isaacs 

North East Contact Group 

Ms A M Lang 

(Anna) 

U 6/12 Bruce Street 

CHERMSIDE QLD 4032 

M: 0434 998 731 

E: anna.lang@live.com 

South West Contact Group 

Mr M Farmer 

(Miles/Mavis) 

U 62/50 Coriander Place 

ELLEN GROVE QLD 4078 

H: 3372 7349 

E: milesfarmer@bigpond.com 

Legacy House to South East 

Contact Group 

 

Mr Craig Hardy 

H: 3366 4502 

M: 0402 008 848 

E: craig@imta.com.au 
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MEMBERSHIP Cont’d 

Resignations 

Departed Comrade 

 

 

Amendments 

Redcliffe Caboolture Contact 

Group 

Mr Alan R Minifie 

Redcliffe Caboolture Contact 

Group 

Mr Alan Francis Reece 

Sunshine Coast Contact Group 

 

Mr Kevin Leadbetter 

North West Contact Group 

L/John Dalton 

M: 0416 858 100 

South West Contact Group 

L/Peter Luck 

PO Box 449 

KENMORE QLD 4069 

Wynnum Contact Group 

L/George McDonald 

4 Stratus Street 

BIRKDALE QLD 4159 

Country—Other Regions 

L/Alan Ottway 

E: alistairottway@harboursat. 

com.au 

Victoria Pt Care Group 

 

Meets on 4th Monday of the 

month 

Port Macquarie Hasting Legacy 

E: admin@pmlegacy.com.au 

Retired List 

L/Stanley George Lands 

THE BATTALION STORY 

The Battalion Story deals with events leading up to the War in 
Malaya and Singapore, briefly giving information not previously 
available to the general public. It will be a surprise to many, 
particularly the younger generations, to learn the extent of the 
conflicts and battles fought between the Allies and Japanese Forces, 
prior to the fall of Singapore. 

Also the content of the book explains the popular misconceptions 
that the Malayan Campaign achieved little or nothing in stopping the 
Japanese from invading Australia. 

The story deals with a brief but important part of our history, by 
covering main activities of a Queensland Unit and the experiences of 
the fourteen hundred men who served in the 2/26th Infantry Battalion 
and the part they played in the making of that history. 

It covers the training days in Australia and overseas, their 
achievement during the Campaign and their loyalty, suffering and 
sacrifices as Prisoners of the Japanese. 

An overall readable experience, which I believe, will clarify many ―grey areas‖ and fill many gaps. 

The book is available by contacting battalionstory@optusnet.com.au or by phoning 3376 1841. 

Cost is $25 plus postage. All proceeds split 50/50 between Legacy and 2/26th Association. 

mailto:battalionstory@optusnet.com.au


BULLETIN September 2010  Page  18 

 

MEETING SCHEDULE 

Board of Directors: 15 November 2010 at 12 for 12:30pm 

Brisbane Committee Meetings 

Contact Group Meetings 

 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Brisbane Legacy Sunshine Coast 

Legacy House NAB Building 

41 Merivale Street Suite 5, Level 1, 38 Queen Street 

SOUTH BRISBANE QLD 4101 NAMBOUR QLD 4560 

PO Box 3003 PO Box 149 

SOUTH BRISBANE BC QLD 4101 NAMBOUR QLD 4560 

Telephone: 07 3846 4299 Telephone: 07 5441 3748 

Facsimile: 07 3846 2093 Facsimile: 07 5441 3968 

Free Call: 1800 534 229 

Email: Email: 

admin@legacybrisbane.org.au suncoast@legacybrisbane.org.au 

Hours: 8am  -  4:30pm Hours: 9am  -  1pm

 Monday  -  Friday  Monday  -  Friday 

Finance Committee 

9 November 2010 

at 12:30pm 

Membership Committee 

15 November 2010 

at 11:30am 

Welfare Committee 

13 October 2010 

at 12 noon 

Laurel Club Committee 

1st Tuesday of month 

at 9:30am 

Granite Belt 

2nd Thursday of month 

at 7:30pm 

Stanthorpe RSL 

Gympie 

3rd Thursday of month 

at 11am 

Gympie RSL 

Logan City 

2nd Wednesday of month 

at 9am 

Veterans‘ Resource Centre 

North East 

3rd Wednesday of month 

at 4pm 

Geebung RSL 

North West 

Last Thursday of month 

at 5:30pm 

Gaythorne RSL 

Redcliffe & Caboolture 

4th Thursday of month 

At 9:30am 

Redcliffe RSL 

Redlands 

4th Tuesday of month 

At 4:30pm 

Cleveland RSL 

South East 

2nd Monday of month 

at 10am 

Legacy House 

South West 

2nd Thursday of month 

at 12 for 12:30pm 

Legacy House 

Sunshine Coast 

1st Thursday of month 

at 12 noon 

Nambour RSL 

Warwick Districts 

1st Wednesday of month 

at 9:30am 

Warwick RSL 

Wynnum 

2nd Saturday of month 

at 9am 

Wynnum RSL 


